“AFATHER'STIME”

By
Terry Stanl ey

Synopsi s

Charles is a workaholic and spends very little time with his
famly. Fromthe time his son was born to the time his son
becanme a teenager Charles put his job responsibilities ahead of
the parenting responsibilities. As a result, he failed to
recogni ze and heed to the warning signs that ultimtely lead to

the tragic death of his son
Scripture(s): Proverbs 22:6
M ni stry Lesson

The bible tells us in Matthew 16: 26, “For what profit is it to a
man i f he gains the whole world, and | oses his own soul ?” W can

infer a simlar truth...”what does it profit a man to gain the
success of this world and lose his famly”. The point...sonme
things are nore inportant than success and noney. |In Proverbs

22:6, CGod adnoni shes nmen to be good stewards over his children;
“Train up a child the way he should go and when he is old he wll
not depart fromit”. You cannot train soneone that you do not
spent tinme with.

M ni stry Focus
Fami |y Rel ationship

Genre: Drama

Cast

Fat her - Adult male
Wfe - Adult femmle
Son #1 - at Age 5-7
Son #2 - at Age 14-17

Police Detective - Adult male
(note: in the sketch Son #1 & #2 is the sanme person. Try to use
brothers or two boys with simlar appearance)

Cost unes
Father - suit and tie
Wfe - house robe, casual clothes (2 sets)

Son #1 - everyday street clothes
Son #2 - everyday street clothes
Police Detective - suit and tie

Props and Setting
One chair
- One Desk (office stuff on desk)
- Laptop conputer
- Cell phone
- Doll baby & bl anket
- Framed picture of son
- Police badge
- Large Date Cal endar

Sound Effect
Cryi ng Baby
Knock on door or door bel

Tinme: 10 m nutes



A FATHER S TI ME

I NT. HOVE OFFI CE

THE HOVE OFFI CE ROOM CONTAI NS A SMALL DESK/ TABLE, AN OFFI CE
CHAIR, A SU T COAT ON THE BACK OF THE CHAIR, AND A LAPTCP
COVPUTER ON THE DESK. THERE IS ALSO A FULL PAGE CALENDAR ON
THE DESK FACI NG THE AUDI ENCE DI SPLAYI NG THE WORDS, “YEAR 17
FATHER ENTERS TALKING ON H'S CELL PHONE. HI S TIE IS

LOCSELY TIED AROUND HI' S NECK AND H S SHI RT SLEEVES ARE
RCLLED UP HI' S ARMS.

FATHER
(Conversation in progress)..
Congratul ati ons Bob on your new position
in Houston. (Listens) Well, the next
time |"’mout that way on business, 1’1l

| ook you up. (Listen) Oh Yes, Karen had

alittle boy. |I nissed the delivery, but
that's okay, | really wanted to attend
the vendor conference. | nmade a | ot of

new sal es contacts. (Repeats what Bob
says) “Don’'t work to hard.” |'mjust
trying to keep up with you (Laugh). Hey,
don’t be a stranger. Let’s keep in
touch, okay. Bye.
FATHER HANGS UP PHONE AND SI TS DOMN AT HI S DESK. HE OPENS
H' S LAPTOP AND BEG NS WORKI NG ON THE COVPUTER.

FATHER
(talking to hinmself) Karen hates when |

bring work home, but | have to nake ny
sales quota this year if | want to be
pronoted. (starting typing on the
conputer).
W FE (KAREN) ENTERS, CARRYI NG A NEVWBORN BABY (WRAPPED I N A

BLANKET) AND A PICTURE FRAME | N A SMALL PLASTIC BAG W FE
'S WEARI NG A MATERNI TY HOUSE ROBE AND SLI PPERS



(di sappoi nt ed)

Sound Effect:

W FE
H Honey, the baby is awake.

FATHER
(hol ds, adnires baby) Hey, let nme see ny
boy. Charles Riley Jr. M firstborn

son.

W FE
I wish you could have been in the
delivery roomw th ne.

FATHER
Yeah ne too, but | had to work. Did
everything go okay? (worried) Is
everyone alright?

W FE
(cal ms8 hi mdown) Yes, the baby and
are fine. Look at this. The hospita
gave us a picture of the baby and his
little footprints. (hands 5x7 franmed

picture to father).

FATHER
(admiring picture) | know the perfect

place for it (sits picture on desk next
to laptop). | can look at himwhile
work. Karen, when | get pronoted to

Sal es Manager, we'll be set. | want our

son to have the best of everything.

Cryi ng Baby

FATHER ( CONT’ D)
Looks |i ke he wants his npther now.

(hands baby back to wife).



W FE
(To baby) Is it feeding time again?

(speaki ng baby-tal k) You hunger

boobee...etc., etc. etc.

WFE EXI TS - CONTI NUES BABY- TALK

Sound Effect: crying baby ends.

FATHER TI GHTENS HI S NECKTI E AND UNRCLLS HI S SLEEVES.
FATHER CHANGES CALENDER TO DI SPLAY THE WORDS “ YEAR 77
TAKES OUT CELL PHONE AND DI ALS NUMBER

FATHER
Hey Bob, how are you doing? 1| heard you

were in town for a few days (Listens).
The fanmily is fine. (Listens) My
son...oh he’s around 7 years old now.
GQuess, what...l finally got pronoted to
Sal es Manager a few years ago. |’ve
been working crazy hours, but that’s
what you have to do to nake it to the
top. Look, let's get together before
you go back. W can stop somewhere for
di nner tonight. (pause) Geat, see you

| ater.

WFE AND SON ENTER. WFE IS DRESSED | N CASUAL CLOTHES

W FE
Charles, | got another note from your
son’s teacher today. | think you need

to speak with him (hands Father the

not e)

FATHER
(To Son) Are you m sbehaving in school ?



(di sturbed)

(concer ned)

(upset)

SON #1
No Dad. My teacher keeps picking on ne.

She’ s mean!

FATHER
(Hands note back to wife). |It’s
probably just some ni sunderstandi ng.

I"msure there’'s nothing to worry about.

W FE
Well, you won’t know what it is unless
to give the teacher a call

FATHER
Honey, | can’t. | have too nuch work to

do.

W FE
Charles, you really need to spend nore
time with your son
FATHER
Oh, he’'s alright. (mmc boxing with
son). Look Son, try to do better in
school okay (hands son noney).
SON #1
Wow, a $50 dollar bill!
W FE
Charles, you shouldn’t reward your son
for getting a note fromthe teacher
FATHER
It’s not a reward...think of it as a
financial incentive to encourage himto

change hi s behavi or



W FE
(frustrated)

He's your son, not one of your clients.

WFE EXITS WTH HER SON.

FATHER PUTS ON H' S SU T COAT.

FATHER CHANGES CALENDER TO DI SPLAY THE WORDS “ YEAR 16~
TAKES OUT CELL PHONE AND DI ALS NUMBER

FATHER
Hey, Bob, | heard you were back in town

for the National Sales Convention
(Listens) Yes, | was pronpoted to Senior
Vice President 6 years ago. (Listens)
Yes, Karen and | are still together. W
son...oh he’'s a teenager now...a rea
good boy. Hey Bob, sorry | can't talk
long, but I'"'mon ny way to Chi cago for
the stockhol der’'s neeting. (Proudly) |
have a good chance of being the next
Presi dent of the conpany. I'Il call you
when | get back.
W FE AND TEENAGE SON ENTER ARGUI NG (AD-LIB). FINALLY W FE
APPROACHES HER HUSBAND

W FE
Charl es, do you hear your son?

FATHER
What now? | have to fly to Chicago in a
few hours.

W FE
(hands a small plastic bag to husband)
Look, | found these drugs in your son’s

room



SON #2 EXITS

(in disbelief)

(upset)

SON #2
Ma, you’'re not supposed to be sneakin

around in ny room

W FE
Look, as long was you live in this
house, I'Il sneak, peep, and creep in
any room | please

FATHER
Everyone calmdown. Cearly there has
to be a | ogical explanation. (To Son)
As soon as | return fromthis business
trip, you and I will have a talk.

SON #2
Ckay, Dad.

W FE
Now what in the world was that?

FATHER
Karen, 1’1l talk to himwhen |I get back.

W FE
No, you need to talk to himnow Your
son is hanging with the wong crowd and
he's getting out of hand.

FATHER
You' re blowing this whole thing out of

proportion.

W FE
Qut of proportion! That boy hardly goes
to school, cones hone any hour of the

night, and has drugs in his room



If you spent nore tinme with himyou
woul d see that.

FATHER
Look, I'mworking 60-70 hours a week to
support this famly, what nore do you
want .

W FE
Some of your tine!

WFE STORMS OUT.

FATHER TAKES
SLEEVES.

OFF SUI' T COAT, UNLOOSENS TIME, ROLLS UP HI S

FATHER CHANGES CALENDER TO DI SPLAY THE WORDS “ YEAR 17"

TAKES OUT PEN AND PAPER TO FI NALI ZE HI S PRESENTATI ON

Sound effect:

FATHER
Ckay, I'Il just make a few final changes

on this presentation (witing). Now,

let’s see how that sounds. (practice

speaki ng) “As President and CEO of the

Johnson’ s I nvestnent Corporation | am

committed to neeting the needs of our

custoners, stockhol ders, and enpl oyees.”
Knock on door (or doorbell)

Honey, can you get the door? |'m

wor ki ng on ny speech for tonorrow

(restarts speech)

WFE ENTERS ALONG WTH A POL| CE DETECTI VE

(troubl ed)

W FE
Honey, there’'s a police detective at the

door.

FATHER
A Detective!
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- End of Preview -

Do you want to know how this script ends?
There's a hearth-felt mnistry nessage at the end.

Return to the selection list and click the "Buy" button.
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