“DISHONEST GIVING”

By
Terry Stanl ey

Synopsi s

Sat an persuades a church nenber to |ie about the status of her
giving (tithing). This is a hunobrous yet convicting presentation
t hat addresses one of the nost sensitive subjects in today’s
church: di shonest giving.

Scripture
Acts 5:3-4

M nistry Lesson

The tragic sin of Ananias and Sapphira was not the amount of the
of fering they gave, but lying to God and God's people. They

i ndi cated they were giving the full amount earned fromthe
property they sold, when they were not. Today, believers are
still guilty of this great sin. Sone church nmenbers indicate they
are tithing when they are not. They are not only lying to nen,
but they are lying to God!

M ni stry Focus:
Ti t hi ng/ G vi ng

Genre: Conedy

Cast

- Mary

- Angel (male or femnmle)

- Satan (nale)

- Church usher (youth or adult)

Cost unes:

- Mary in normal church attire

- Usher in standard church usher uniform

- Angel in all white with a halo around head

- Satan in all black with 2 little horns on his head
(you can get these little props at any costune store)

Time: 8 mns

Props:

Mary - bible, purse with pad, pen, cell phone, and checkbook
Satan - plastic bag of candy, cell phone, sungl asses

Usher - church programs, fans, and donation envel opes

Three (3) chairs side-by-side (Mary will be seated in the
m ddl e)



"Di shonest G ving" 1.

DI SHONEST G VI NG

| NTERI OR - CHURCH SANCTUARY

CHURCH USHER | S STANDI NG AT THE ENTRANCE TO STAGE HOLDI NG
CHURCH PROGRAMS, FANS, AND G VI NG ENVELOPES. ANGEL AND

MARY ENTER.

ANGEL
C non Mary, church has already started.

You don't want to miss the praise and

worship tine.

MARY
Oh ny goodness, | didn't know it was so

| ate.

MARY | S GREETED BY THE USHER. THE USHER G VES MARY A
PROGRAM AND A FAN. SHE TAKES THE CENTER SEAT. THE ANGEL

SITS TO THE Rl GHT OF MARY.

MARY ( CONT' D)
(fanni ng) Whew. Thank God you woke ne

up this norning. | alnost missed the

servi ce.

ANGEL
Not a problem You know |’ m al ways here

for you.

MARY ACKNOALEDGES A FELLOW CHURCH MEMBER

MARY
Ch H Sister Bennett. | |ove that

dress. (to Angel) She’'s so sweet.

ANGEL
Yes she is.

MARY
| just love this church. Everyone is so

nice and friendly.

SATAN RUSHES | N, WEARI NG SUNGLASSES
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SATAN
Ch Man, what time is it? | hope |’'m not

too | ate.

SATAN | S GREETED BY THE USHER

USHER
Good norning. Welcone to [nane of

church].

USHER OFFERS SATAN A FAN
SATAN
Ch | don't need it. I like it hot.
SATAN REMOVES SUNGLASSES AS HE NOTI CES NMARY.

SATAN ( CONT’ D)
Vell, Sister Mary. |'msurprised you

tried to | eave nme hone this norning.
ANGEL

(sarcastically) W were in a hurry and

we didn’t have tine to wait on you

SATAN
I wasn’t talking to you.

ANGEL
Well, I"'mtalking to youl!
SATAN AND ANGEL BEG N TO ARGUE

MARY
(interrupts) Do you mnd! I'mtrying

to enjoy the service.

ANGEL AND SATAN RELUCTANTLY STOP ARGUING. THEY SI'T DOWN.

ANGEL
You' re right Mary. Pastor [nane of your

Pastor] is about to start preaching.
MARY AND THE ANGEL ATTENTI VELY SIT UP. MARY TAKES QUT A
PAD AND PEN TO TAKE NOTES OF THE SERMON. SATAN SLUMPS DOWN

IN H'S SEAT (MARY' S LEFT) AND BECOMES FI DGETY. HE STARTS
TO DO SEVERAL THI NGS TO ANNOY MARY:
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FI RSTG HE TAKES OUT A PLASTI C BAG CF HARD CANDY AND MAKES
AS MJCH NO SE AS POSSI BLE LOOKI NG FOR A SPECI FI C PI ECE.

SATAN
Mary, | have sonme Hal | oween candy

left...want sone?

ANGEL
(to Satan) WII you stop naking all
that noi se rummagi ng t hrough that bag!

You' re not supposed to eat in church.

SATAN

(fires back) Well, |’ m hungry!
ANGEL

Wl 1, go sonmewhere and eat!

SATAN RELUCTANTLY CLOSES THE CANDY BAG  BECOVES RESTLESS
AGAI N.

SATAN
(nudges Mary) Hey Mary, |ook at that

dress Sister Bennett is wearing. Didn't
she wear that |ast Sunday?

MARY
(looking) Oh really! You know | thought
sonet hing | ooked famliar.

SATAN
And | ook at Brother Fitzgerald...

ANGEL
(To Satan) Be quiet and stop trying to
stir up trouble. Mary, don't listen to
him Let’s just focus on the Lord.

MARY
You' re so right.

SATAN SARCASTI CALLY M M CS THE ANGEL. SATAN TURNS ASI DE AND
PULLS QUT HI'S CELL PHONE. HE TYPES A TEXT MESSACE TO MARY.
MARY' S PHONE BEGA NS TO BUZZ.
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MARY ( CONT’ D)
Is that ny cell phone buzzin'? (takes

her phone from her purse) Wio woul d send

me a text nessage during church service?
ANGEL

(1 ooking over at Satan). Umm OCh |et

me see that. (takes phone from Mary)

You just enjoy the service.

ANGEL CALLS THE NUMBER  SATAN S PHONE RI NGS AND HE
ANSWERS. MARY | S DEEP | NTO THE SERMON AS THEY ARE TALKI NG
SATAN

Hel | o.

ANGEL
Look, | told you to stop bothering Mary.

SATAN
I m bor ed.

ANGEL
Why don't you | eave these peopl e al one?
You don’t belong in church.

SATAN
Just because people join [name of
church] doesn’t mean |’ m gonna | eave
them al one. Last week, | hooked up with
Deacon [nane of deacon]. This week, |I'm
here for Mary.

ANGEL
Well forget it! The service is just

about over now...so you can | eave!
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SATAN
Leave! Ch no, it's offering tinme. You

know what they say, “this is the part of
the service where we can all
participate...and |’mgonna to

participate! (hangs up phone)

ANGEL AND SATAN TURN FORWARD I N THEI R SEAT.

MARY
(overjoyed) Wasn't that a powerful

sermon? Praise the Lord (Il ooks at

pr ogr am
USHER STEPS FORWARD TO HAND OQUT AN OFFERI NG ENVELOPE TO
MARY, THEN RETURNS

MARY ( CONT' D)
(takes envelope) Ch is it offering time?

(searching through purse) ©h ny
goodness, | nust have left all ny
“change” in ny other purse. (pulls out
checkbook frompurse). 1’1l just have to
wite a check for a dollar or two.

ANGEL
(surprised) Mary, don't you tithe? The
bi bl e says, “bring all the tithes to the
st or ehouse”.

MARY
I know. | wish | could tithe, but |
just don't have a lot of extra the
nmoney.

ANGEL
It’s not about your nmoney. Tithing is

an act of faith...
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- End of Preview -
You have to see how Satan tricks Mary into |ying about her tithe.
There's a strong convicting nessage at the end.

Return to the selection list and click the "Buy" button.
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