“MY GREAT BLACK AMERICAN”

By
Terry Stanl ey

Synopsi s

TIFFANY is preparing to wite her Black History Month report “M
Great Black Anerican”. She is struggling over whomto wite
about. Tiffany's famly (MOTHER KAREN and UNCLE JOE) attenpt to
hel p but none of their recommendations intrigue Tiffany. 1In the
nmeantine, Tiffany’s GRANDMOTHER i s constantly preparing food for
the famly and interjecting her personal experiences in support
of her daughter and son’s reconmendations. Eventually, Tiffany
cones to realize that her grandnother’s achi evenents had a
greater inpact on their famly than any other person in history;
so she chooses her grandnother as “A G eat Black Anerican”

M nistry/Life Lesson

Greatness is not always based on docunented achi evenents in
history. Oten tines the greatest people (our teachers, firenen,
parents) are not docunented celebrities or great public figures.
I nstead of looking in the past and di stant places for great
peopl e, take a noment and | ook next to you. Honor persons who
are closest to you for the great things they have done and the
sacrifices they have made for you and ot hers.

M ni stry Focus
Bl ack H story Month - Unity, Famly

Genre: Conedy

Cast

Tiffany/ Tre’ - Fermale or Male teen

Kar en - (Tiffany's nother)

Uncl e Joe - (Karen's brother) - playful joking type

Grandnot her - Loving, hunble
(You can change nanes to fit your preference)

Cost unes

Al characters in nornal daily wear
Pr ops

Table and 2 chairs

G oceries

Smal | table for groceries
Bl ack Hi story books
Not ebook paper and pens

Time: 10 mn.
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MY GREAT BLACK AMERI CAN

I NT. KITCHEN

TI FFANY AND HER MOTHER ( KAREN) ARE SI TTI NG AT THE KI TCHEN
TABLE. KAREN IS HELPI NG Tl FFANY W TH HER HOVEWORK

KAREN
Ckay, who do you want to wite about?

Tl FFANY
(Frustrated)
I don’t know. |’'ve been | ooking through
these books for hours. | don’t |ike any

of these people.

TI FFANY PUSHES AVWAY FROM THE TABLE

KAREN
These were great Bl ack Anericans.

What’s not to alike about Frederick
Dougl ass or Harriet Tubnman?

TI FFANY
Everyone wites about them

KAREN
(Laughi ng)
C non Tiffany, not EVERYONE

Tl FFANY
Uh huh, for real! If it’s not one of
them then it’s George Washi ngton
Carver, who was a great inventor, or
Rosa Parks, or Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., or...

KAREN
Ckay. . .okay, maybe you're right.

Tl FFANY
| want to wite about soneone whom

nobody knows about.
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KAREN
Well, let's try this book, “Geat
Achi evenents of Black Anericans.” |’'m

sure we can find soneone here

GRANDMOTHER AND UNCLE JOE ENTERS. UNCLE JCE | S CARRYI NG
SEVERAL GROCERY BAGS. KAREN GREETS HER MOTHER AND BROTHER
AS THEY ENTER

GRANDMOTHER
(Checking grocery receipt) | sure hope

they gave ne the sale price on those
sweet potatoes. You know | don't trust
that ol d scanner thing.

UNCLE JCE
Yea M.

GRANDMOTHER
What happened to the tinme when peopl e

used to punch in the prices so you could

see thenf

UNCLE JCE
They invented conputers Ma. It’s called
“progress”.

GRANDMOTHER

That don’t see like “progress” to ne.
Nowadays you have to ring up you own

groceries and bag them yoursel f too.

TI FFANY AND KAREN LAUGH

UNCLE JCE
(Real i zes he not going to change her

m nd) Were do you want ne to put these
bags?

GRANDMOTHER
Just put them over there on the table.

I think that conputer cheated ne.
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GRANDMOTHER( CONT" D)
(put receipt away). That’'s okay, the

Lord said, “Revenge is Mnd".

KAREN
Mama, what’'s the Lord gonna do...crash
t he conputer!

TI FFANY
Conput ers do break down, M.

GRANDMOTHER
I rest ny case.

UNCLE JCE
(To Karen) What are you doi ng?

KAREN
Hel ping Tiffany with her homework. She
needs to wite about a Geat Black
Anerican for Black History Mnth, but
she’s doesn’t |ike anyone in these
books.

UNCLE JCE
Just choose Frederick Dougl ass or
Harriet Tubman. Everyone writes about

t hem

TI FFANY G VES KAREN AN “I TOLD YOU SO LOCK.

KAREN
She wants to wite about sonebody that
no one else will wite about.

TI FFANY

I nean...are these the only people that
contributed to black history?

UNCLE JCE
O course not. (notions Karen to get
up, then takes her seat) Let nme help

you.
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KAREN CGETS UP FROM TABLE AND GCES TO ASSI ST HER MOTHER
TI FFANY
( Shocked)
Uncl e Joe, you' re gonna help me with ny
homewor k?
UNCLE JCE
Who do you think hel ped your nother get
t hrough nedi cal school ?
KAREN

Oh please. You couldn’'t read the “Table

of Contents” in ny textbooks.

TI FFANY LAUGHS. UNCLE JOE PLAYS I T OFF.
GCRANDMOTHER
Karen, help nme make sone sandw ches.
UNCLE JCE
(To Karen) She's just jeal ous because
run ny own construction conpany. (To
Tiffany) Now, first let’s determnmi ne what
makes a person great, then we just pick
an African Anerican that fits those
criterium
Tl FFANY

(Exci t ed)
Hey, that nakes sense Uncl e Joe.

UNCLE JCE | S BEAM NG W TH PRI DE

KAREN
Ch Lord, | will never hear the end of
t his.

UNCLE JOE

(Thinking) Now, the first criteria is:
It must be soneone who started with

not hi ng.
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TI FFANY
(witing) OCkay, got it. A poor person.

GRANDMOTHER
Bei ng poor is a state of mind. Wen I
rai sed your nother and uncle, we didn't
have much, but | never let them believe

we were poor.

UNCLE JCE
Ckay, next...soneone who overcane mngj or
obst acl es.

TI FFANY

Li ke what ?

UNCLE JCE
Anyt hi ng. ..

Tl FFANY

(Requesting help) Hey G andma, what

about obstacl es?

khkhkkhkhkkhhkhhhkhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhdhhhdhhhkhhhkhhhkhhhkrhkhkrkk rkk**x

- End of Preview -

Do you want to know how this script ends?

There's a wonderful mnistry message at the end.

Return to the selection list and click the "Buy" button.
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